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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 BRUSSE 05080 181659Z 
ACTION COME-OO 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO EB-07 MMO-04 /024W 

190604Z 064923 /16 

R 181608Z MAY 77 
FM AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9894 

UNCL-S BRUSSELS 05080 

E.O. 11652:N/A 
TAGS:ECON,XG,BE 

SUBJECT: INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION AND TRADE DATA 

REF: STATE 107795 

l.THE BELGIAN GOVERNMENT'S NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF 
STATISTICS (INS)PRODUCES DATA AS FOLLOWS: 

A. PRODUCTION. BY MAJOR PRODUCT CATEGORY ONLY. 

BELGIUM DOES NOT CLASSIFY PRODUCTION BY BTN OR ANY OTHER 
SYSTEM COMPATIBLE WITH OTHER COUNTRIES.THIS IS 

MAINLY BECAUSE ANY DETAILED LISTING WOULD.IT IS FELT.OFTEN 
REVEAL CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS INFORMATION.GIVEN THE 
SMALL NUMBER OF FIRMS PRODUCING IN MANY PRODUCT SECTORS 
HERE. 

B. CONSUMPTION. STATISTICS ARE PRACTICALLY NON- 
EXISTENT.AS A ROUGH MEASURE.TRADE ASSOCIATIONS AND 
OTHERS STUDYING THE BELGIAN MARKET ARE OBLIGED TO CALCULATE 
PRODUCTION (BY MAJOR PRODUCT CATEGORY )LESS EXPORTS 

EQUALS INTERNAL CONSUMPTION.SUCH FIGURES ARE RENDERED HIGHLY 
UNRELIABLE BY THE IMPORTANCE OF TRANSIT TRADE N THE 
ECONOMY. 

C. TRADE.PRODUCT BREAKDOWN HERE IS BY BTN AND THUS 
RELATIVELY DETAILED. WHERE ONLY ONE OR TWO FIRMS ARE 
PRODUCING A PRODUCT.HOWEVER.EXPORT FIGURES FOR IT ARE 
USUALLY KEPT CONFIDENTIAL. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 BRUSSE 05080 181659Z 

2 .IN SUMMARY.THERE IS NOT ONE COMMON SYSTEM OF STATISTICAL 
CLASSIFICATION USED IN BELGIUM AND LITTLE CHANCE THAT ONE 
COULD BE DEVELOPED FOR PURPOSES OF THE NATIONAL BUREAU 
OF STANDARDS (BS) STUDY.THERE IS NO ENTITY COMPILING 
THIS SORT OF DATA IN BELGIUM OTHER THAN THE INS. 

3IF NBS WISHES NONETHELESS TO EXPLORE THE SUBJECT MORE, 
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SUGGEST IT PREPARE A LETTER GIVING A DETAILED EXPLANATION 
OF ITS NEEDS ADDRESSED,WITH A COPY OT THE EMBASSY (ECONOMIC 
SECTION), TO: 

DIRECTOR GENERAL 

INSTITUT NATIONAL DE STATISTIQUE 

RUE DE LOUVAIN 44 

1000 BRUSSELS.BELGIUM 

RENNER 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION, REPORTS, INFORMATION EXCHANGE, TRADE DATA 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 18-May-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977BRUSSE05080 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7701 78-0055 
Format: TEL 
From: BRUSSELS 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770546/aaaabnbc.tel 

Line Count: 70 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 9b096e91-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION COME 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 STATE 107795 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 25-Jan-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2476721 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 
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